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Dr. Suseela Ravi Endowment in Library & Information Science
The first endowment and gold medal given to Mr. Saba Sreeram, the first rank holder of
M.Lib.l.Sc. 2021-23 batch in the 8" Convocation held on 29" May 2024, by Padmabhushan
Prof. G Padmanabhan, Hon. Chancellor, CUTN. In the presence of Prof. M Krishnan, Hon.
Vice Chancellor, CUTN, Prof. R. Thirumurugan, Registrar, CUTN, Prof. S Ravi, former
Head & Dean, CUTN and Dr. Suseela Ravi.
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We are very happy to unveil, Bibliophile, the first issue of
the 6" Volume, Official Newsletter of the Department of
Information  Science. This Newsletter packed with
stimulating insights of knowledge and latest information
about our department’s vibrant community and their literary
contributions.  The Bibliophile show cases the nascent
achievements in academic and research activities of our
faculty, scholars, and students, as well as exploring and
captivating the world of literature and knowledge.

Dr. Taddi Murali

We invite your deep sense of concentration and reading interest, to delve into the pages of
Bibliophile, at the same time share your valuable comments and suggestions, which will help
to strengthen the Newsletter. Your legitimate suggestions, guidance and feedback will help
us to improve this publication continually. My humble appreciation and thanks to my
dedicated academic staff, who are behind this wonderful work to bring out this issue, with
their hard work and commitment.

Dr. Taddi Murali

Dear Reader,

| am happy to welcome you to the latest edition of
of Library & Information Science’s Newsletter Bibliophile.
Diving once again into the sea of literature, | am reminded
of Dr. SR Ranganathan's five laws of library science,
especially the fourth law 'save the time'. In today's fast-
paced world, time is both a commodity and a constraint, and
our dedication to curating this newsletter reflects our
commitment to making every moment spent with us
worthwhile.

This version captures the essence of Bibliophile — strength and spirit of our
department. Within these pages, you will find showcasing the diverse research and scholarly
contributions of our faculty and students, a wide variety of articles, reviews and insights
prepared by our dedicated team.

My heartfelt thanks to the team whose hard work and creativity made this newsletter
possible. Their dedication shines through in every word, ensuring that Bibliophile remains a
beacon of literary enlightenment. Together, let's embrace the spirit of Bibliophile as we
navigate the ever-evolving landscape of information and ideas. May this newsletter inspire
you, inform you, and above all, remind you of the joy that comes from immersing yourself in
the world of books.

Happy reading!

Aneesh K S
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Celebrating a Century: Honouring Prof. S. R. Ranganathan’s Legacy in LIS

The year 2024 holds a special significance for the global Library
and Information Science (LIS) community as the year marks the
centenary of Padma Shri Prof. S. R. Ranganathan's entry into the
LIS profession—a momentous event that shaped the course of
libraries and information management in India and beyond. A
pioneer, visionary, and father of Library Science in India, Prof.
Ranganathan’s contributions have profoundly shaped the LIS
field, influencing generations of librarians, scholars, and
information professionals worldwide. Dr.K.G.SUDHIER

To mark this significant occasion, a special issue of the journal Annals of Library and
Information Studies (ALIS) was published by the CSIR-National Institute of Science
Communication and Information Resources (NIScPR), New Delhi, under the editorship of
Prof. M. P. Satija. Notably, Dr. S. R. Ranganathan served as the founding editor of ALIS from
1954 until 1963.

This special issue, commemorating the centenary of S.R. Ranganathan’s entry into the library
profession, features a diverse range of subjects that aptly reflect the depth and multifaceted
nature of Ranganathan and his ideas. It serves as a fitting tribute to the greatest Renaissance
figure in the field of Library and Information Science.

One hundred years ago, in 1924, a young
mathematician was appointed as the first
librarian of the University of Madras. On

e January 4, 1924, S.R. Ranganathan, who was
. ﬁ 3.15 Of then an assistant professor of mathematics at
- Presidency College in Madras, was appointed
lerary and university librarian of the University of Madras,

I f . marking the beginning of his illustrious career in

n Ol'matl()n_ librarianship. What might have seemed a

conventional career shift turned into a
transformative journey, not just for Prof.
Ranganathan but for the entire domain of library
science. His mathematical rigor, combined with
a deep passion for knowledge organization, led
to the creation of some of the most fundamental
principles that continue to underpin the
discipline.

Prof. Ranganathan’s Five Laws of Library Science, formulated in 1931, are more relevant
today than ever before. These laws—Books are for use, Every reader his or her book, Every
book its reader, Save the time of the reader, and the Library is a growing organism—are
not just guidelines for library management but are philosophical tenets that emphasize the
democratic and dynamic nature of information access. Beyond these laws, Prof.
Ranganathan’s contributions include the Colon Classification system, a revolutionary tool
for the systematic organization of library materials.
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Beyond these laws, Prof. Ranganathan’s contributions include the Colon Classification system,
a revolutionary tool for the systematic organization of library materials. This system's faceted
approach to classification allows for greater flexibility and precision in categorizing complex
subjects, reflecting the intricate nature of knowledge itself.

As we celebrate this centenary, it is an opportune moment for us to reflect on how far the LIS
profession has come and the enduring impact of Prof. Ranganathan’s work. The digital age has
brought about unprecedented changes in the way we access, store, and disseminate
information. Yet, the principles laid down by Prof. Ranganathan continue to serve as a guiding
light, reminding us of the core values of our profession: to serve humanity by facilitating access
to knowledge.

In honouring Prof. Ranganathan’s legacy, we also acknowledge the responsibilities that come
with it. The LIS profession must continue to evolve, embracing new technologies and
methodologies while staying true to the foundational principles that have guided it for a
century. As we move forward, let us draw inspiration from Prof. Ranganathan’s dedication,
innovation, and vision, striving to build L@(aries and information systems that are inclusive,

The centenary of Prof. S. R. Ranganathan’s éntry into the LIS profession is not just a
milestone; it is a call to action—a reminder of the power of knowledge, the importance of
access, and the role we all play in shaping the future of information science.

As we celebrate 100 years since Prof. S. R. Ranganathan entered the LIS profession, let us
honour his legacy by rededicating ourselves to the pursuit of knowledge and the service of
humanity. His life and work are a testament to the transformative power of libraries and the
enduring importance of the principles he so passionately advocated.

May this centenary inspire us all to carry forward the torch of knowledge, lighting the way
for future generations.

Welcome to this issue of The Bibliophile. I extend my heartfelt thanks to all my colleagues
at the DLIS, our student editor, and the entire editorial team for their dedicated efforts in
bringing this issue. Published twice a year, The Bibliophile has continually evolved, with
significant improvements in both content and quality. It remains a vital platform for
showcasing the activities of the DLIS and celebrating the creativity of our Students,
Scholars, and Faculty.

Thank you for your ongoing support and readership. Enjoy the issue, and happy reading!

K. G. SUDHIER
kgsudhier@cutn.ac.in
Mob. 9446484561
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EDITORIAL TEAM

Dr. K. G. Sudhier Aneesh K S Komal Sahu Shabareesha R
Faculty Editor Student Editor Editorial Member Editorial Member

Vasthalya Chandra Adarsh S B
Editorial Member Editorial Member

Ananya Boruah
Editorial Member

Akhila P Athira Sugunan
Editorial Member Editorial Member

Release of Bibliophile by the Director, INFLIBNET Centre

Prof. Devika P. Madalli (Director, INFLIBNET), releasing Bibliophile, December 2023
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Celebrating Excellence in Library & Information Science

Congratulations to the Department of Library &

Information Science at CUTN, Thiruvarur on the
continuous strides towards academic excellence and
innovation. Your commitment to shaping future young
librarians and information professionals is commendable
and reflects your dedication to knowledge dissemination
and management.
The "Bibliophile™ newsletter stands as a beacon of your department's scholarly pursuits,
fostering a community of readers and thinkers. It serves not only as a chronicle of the
achievements of your department but also as an inspiration to all who value the transformative
power of information. | am glad that ISI Library has contributed to the growth of your Deptt.
by hosting several scholars as interns in the library and nurturing them for better professional
growth.

To the Editars

May your endeavors continue to enrich the academic landscape, nurturing a generation of
o thinkers who will redefine the boundaries of knowledge.l convey my best wishes to the editors.

Dr. Kishor Chandra Satpathy

Chief Librarian

Library Documentation & Information Science Division
Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata

Best Paper Award @ G20 Library Summit, Pondicherry University

Dr. K. G. Sudhier received Best Paper Award for
the paper presented at the ‘G20 Library Summit:
Connecting Nations for Knowledge and Cultural
Heritage’, on ‘Digital preservation of traditional
handloom designs of Odisha: a study on the
Sambalpuri Handloom’ co-authored with Ms.
Sushree Namita Nag, Research Scholar, DLIS,
CUTN.
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The paper has received the award under the
category of professionals. He has also served
as the Rapporteur in a technical session of the
Summit, held at Ananda Ranga Pillai Library,
Pondicherry University, during 7-9 February
2024.
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Interview with Prof. Devika P. Madalli, Director, INFLIBNET Centre

Imterview

i

Could you please tell us about your journey in the field
of library and information science leading up to your
role as Director of INFLIBNET?

That's a long journey. So, basically, 1 have done
electronics in my bachelor's, but then I, by some
relatives and more people, decided to take up library
science, and | was married by then. So, | did my
bachelor's in library science. Then, for my master's, |
entered the Indian Statistical Institute, where the
documentation research and training centre is there, and
it offers a master's degree in library science. So, | did
my master’s there and it is DRTC, a technology-based
course rather than just a curriculum-based course. So
that enabled me to get into technology-oriented jobs
right after the master's degree. But then | opted to come
back and do research and join the project of DRTC and,
alongside, did my research and got a PhD from the
University of Mysore in Al applications to Librarian
International Services, a particular one for a-frame-
based work for representation of faceted classification.
So since my work and my teaching has been always
based upon Ranganathan's faceted theory. So, for the
past 30 years, | have been teaching and researching
faceted systems. So that's it. And half late, only a few
months back, | got the opportunity to join INFLIBNET
and have joined as the director of INFLIBNET Centre.

Prof. Devika P. Madalli (Director, INFLIBNET), with Ms. Nayanthara (PhD Scholar) and
Ms. Mohini (M.Lib.1.Sc. Student)

As the first woman to hold the position of
Director at INFLIBNET, what does this
milestone mean to you personally, and what
message do you hope it sends to aspiring
women professionals in the field of library
and information science?

Professionals in the field of Library and
information science certainly do, but I must
first of all say that Library & Information
Science has been women oriented. That is 1
lucky thing. As you might be noticing in your
own class, the way it is made up of male and
female participation has been quite
encouraging. But | am the first director of
INFLIBNET after like 33 vyears of its
establishment. So, it has its challenges
because it is always being a man at the helm
of affairs. But again, as I say, luckily, this LIS
itself has a kind of a, it's been kind enough to,
you know, give equal opportunities. So, in
that way, it is not difficult. But yes, there are
challenges as a woman to be dealing with
what INFLIBNET is and then interfacing that
with the government, with the UGC, and then
getting the things that need to get done at

INFLIBNET.
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Those challenges are there. But certainly, | want the
young girls to look at this as if there is no more a glass
ceiling. And if we think there is a glass ceiling, itis in
our minds. | would like to think about it like that
because in the Government of India, we've already
seen the women in space, women in our services, the
Armed Services, they have been given the equal ranks.
And India, again, is much, much, much ahead of the
so-called Western countries in gender equality. And
that's something that | am really proud of. So there are
opportunities, there are challenges for women in
science research and like these admin positions.

But again, there is also a nice environment
where we can achieve if we want to. So the latest | did
talk, we might talk just now, there is a platform from
INFLIBNET called the SheRNI platform, She
Research Network of India. It's a platform to share the
journey of women in research and academics in India.
So, I would invite everybody to use that and make use
of that.

INFLIBNET plays a very crucial role in advancing
library services and networking in India. Can you
highlight some recent accomplishments of our
initiatives of INFLIBNET under your leadership?

Yeah, | have done very, very recently, of course.

But even then, one of the main things that we have
started thinking about is the National Research Data
Repository, which is the NRDR project of
INFLIBNET. So, INFLIBNET already has the biggest
repository of electronic theses and dissertations in
India, but it does not have the data exclusively of that
research and that thesis and dissertation. So, when
researchers down the path like 10 years ahead are
interested in some theses, but want to look at the
datasets, there would be nothing. So we have started
the NRDR project to try and curate and preserve
datasets. So that is one part will be to preserve the
datasets belonging to these theses and dissertations,
but also the other part will be to in general curate
research data in India. Because even in other projects,
other than the thesis and dissertations, the other
research projects also data sets are not preserved.

They are not organized. There is no thinking
around that. usually, research projects are very
live. When the project is going on may be for the
tenure of the project, three years, five years,
whatever the grant is. And then when the grant
stops, everything stops. And often enough, there is
no thinking upon how to preserve the data. So
NRDR is also about that to preserve research data.
That's one. The other one | spoke about a few
minutes back is the ShodhChakra 2.0, where we
encourage students to use the research for the
research cycle of ShodhChakra. But also, it will
help the universities and institutes in the actual
evaluation process of the thesis so that it is not
going to take. Sometimes the evaluations take one
year or more, and the student, after submitting the
thesis, has to wait for like one -1 and a half year
just for the result. So, to show the ShodhChakra
2.0, we are trying to streamline that so that the
results can come much faster and also everything
will be transparent, and everything will be online
and documented.

With the rapid pace of technological advancement,
how do you ensure that INFLIBNET remains
adaptable and responsive to the evolving needs of
libraries and information professionals?

So yeah, that's a good question because that's one
of the main thing that we network, not only
network the university libraries in India but also
support them in the latest.




JUNE 2024

BIBLIOPHILE

VOLUME 0B

So like, we have our library automation software,
which we which we give for a very minimal cost, but
then we also give complete support for the SOUL
installation and management. Not only that, we are
planning a much-advanced SOUL, which is going to
come in the next one or one and a half year. This will
be a completely new way of managing libraries. It
will be web-based and then we will help the existing
sole members to migrate to that one at my best.

So this kind of services we have, like I said already,
the data service we have and we are giving, we are
also not only with UGC, we are also partnering with
the ministry itself, the Ministry of Education itself in
several of their programs. If | can give an example,
the latest one is we'll be partnering as the national
coordinator for the SWAYAM Prabha project. So
SWAYAM Prabha is an extension of SWAYAM
might already know about SWAYAM which is an
online teaching and learning platform and it is it
serves the clientele we have who are connected to
Internet in one way or the other. But what about those
who are not connected and the students who are not
having Internet or the bandwidth. So Swayam Prabha
is DTH based teaching platform and it has lessons
signed not only the curriculum-based lessons but also
you know the other supporting development of the
student. Even it has yoga for example, it has some
spiritual thinking. These kinds of things also help the
student for overall development, not only the
curriculum based. So, we are trying to build such
topics into Swayam Prabha from INFLIBNET.
curriculum based. Already, a lot of work has been
done, but I think we will be concentrating on the
personality development and enhancement part of
Swayam Prabha.

Representation matters, especially in leadership
positions. How do you prioritize promoting gender
diversity and empowering women  within
INFLIBNET and the broader field of library and
information science?

Yeah, like I already said, luckily, our field, the library
information science, has naturally been somehow
gender equality is there. | have seen a lot of leading
lady librarians who have headed very important
libraries in this country.

“You have to try and work towards
overcoming those limits because we have

resources.”

Yeah, like I already said, luckily, our field, the library
information science, has naturally been somehow
gender equality is there. | have seen a lot of leading
lady librarians who have headed very important
libraries in this country.

Yes, | am the first woman director and at that level,
the first woman. in that sense. But having said that,
the other initiatives are already in that. So that's
exactly why we have floated the SheRNI platform so
that women and girls in research are encouraged more.
They get visibility, and they get a platform. So
SheRNI is more than just a repository of profiles. We
have given the opportunity to network, find, you
know, the people who are the women who are
working in a similar field anywhere there in India and
see what they could do to collaborate. And we even
given the platform for collaboration and the
discussion. So, this, I hope, will help the women in
India to sort of do their own come forward and get
their collaborations going.

Do you mind giving a message to the budding
professionals in the library and information science?

Yeah, my message is sort of stereotype. | always tell
my students this. They don't set limits, don't say if you
say there are limits or something, | nowadays | say
that 1 only blame you. You have to try and work
towards overcoming those limits because we have
resources. We have nowadays proactive parents at
home who are letting the girl children and the boys to
go ahead do what they want. It's not like the
yesteryear. and there are so many resources like
examples of SWAYAM or our ePG patashala,
Shodhchakra and much more in our country so
excuses are lesser nowadays so the young children can
have avenues if they want to pursue it. So don't set any

limits. Thank you.
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National Conference on Digital Transformation for Sustainable Libraries

The National Conference on Digital
Transformation for Sustainable Libraries
(NCDT) was conducted on January 29 and
30, 2024, by the Central Library, Central
University of Tamil Nadu, Thiruvarur, with
sponsorship from the Raja Rammohun Roy
Library Foundation, Kolkata. and
sponsored by Department of ER&IPR,
DRDO, Delhi.

The librarian, Dr. R. Parameswaran,
welcomed everyone and gave a brief
overview of the library's history and range
of services. Dr. S. Dhanavandan, Deputy
Librarian, Convenor of the NCDTSL 2024,
gave an outline of the two days' agenda. He
also provided a briefing on the latest
advancements and best practices made
available by the Central Library through the
use of various technology advances. Prof.
M. Krishnan, Vice-Chancellor of CUTN,
presided over the conference, stressing the
role of academic libraries in advancing
higher education. The inauguration address
was delivered by Padma Shree and
Kalaimanai Dr. Sirkali Siva Chidambaram,

who discussed sustainability and digital
transformation, alongside Prof. Krishnan,
who released the conference souvenir.

The keynote lecture was given by Dr.
Sangeeta Kaul, Director of DELNET,
New Delhi, focusing on technological
advancements in libraries. Prof. Udayan
Bhattacharya, Professor and Head, DLIS,
Jadavpur University, Kolkatta was the
guest of honour.

The conference featured different

technical sessions:

e Digital Transformations and
Networking

e Digital Transformations for

Sustainable Libraries

e Exploring Artificial Intelligence for
Library and Information Science

e Research Ethics

e Research Data Management

The event participation from around
220  attendees, including library
professionals, researchers, and students.

10
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Participation in Seminars & Conferences by the Scholars

and Students of DLIS

G20 LIBRARY SUMMIT, PONDICHERRY UNIVERSITY

Ms. Hasbi Alikunju, Research Scholar
presented a paper on the topic ‘Need for
inclusive library policy to address
information poverty among transgender
community’.

Ms. Bhavya K. P., Research Scholar
presented a paper on the topic ‘Library digital
disaster = management:  awareness  and
preparedness among library professionals of
Chozha central library, CUTN".

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION FOR SUSTAINABLE
CENTRAL LIBRARY, CUTN

Mr. P. Ramu Naik, Research Scholar, has
presented the paper "Health Information
Seeking Behaviour of Tribal People in
Ananthapuramu District, Andhra Pradesh: A
study"

Ms. Sushree  Namita Nag, Research
Scholar, has presented the paper "Research
trends in Information Need and Seeking
Behaviour during Natural disaster: A
bibliometric analysis 2014-2023."

11
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NSDM 2024 @ ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY, ALIGARH

Ms. Bhavya K P, Research Scholar
presented a paper on the topic ‘An
Analysis of Disaster Management
Practice in Swarasvati Mahal Library,
Thanjavur’.

Ms. Somyamol U S and Mr. Aneesh K S,
M.Lib.1.Sc. Students presented a paper on the
topic ‘Preserving Tribal Culture and Folklore
Through Digital Archiving- A Study of
Attappady Tribal Taluk, Kerala’.

Ms. Samarpita Dash, M.Lib.l.Sc. Student
presented a paper on the topic ‘Cultural identity of
dongria tribe: a study on digital preservation of
kapdaganda shawl .

Mr. Emil Jose, M.Lib.I.Sc. Student
presented a paper on the topic ‘Exploring
Academic Frontiers: Empowering Student
Learning with Al Tools and ChatGPT".
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Mr. Yogendra Malviya, M.Lib.l.Sc. Student
presented a paper on the topic ‘Online Chat Services
in Academic Libraries: A Case Study of the Vikram
Sarabhai Library 1IM, Ahmedbad, Gujarat’.

Ms. Mohini, M.Lib.l.Sc. Student presented a paper
on the topic ‘A Scientometric Analysis of the
Evolution of Sustainable Development Research in
India’.

Ms. T. K. Tamil Bharathi, Project Assistant,
ICSSR Project presented a paper on the topic
‘Emerging trends and technologies in shaping the
future of public libraries in the twenty first century .

Ms. Hala Naj, M.Lib.l.Sc. Student presented a
paper on the topic ‘Research landscape of Lalit
Narayan Mithila University, Bihar: A study of
Shodhganga Repository’.

Ms. Ananya Boruah, M.Lib.I.Sc. Student
presented a paper on the topic ‘Mobile Apps- Based
Library Services in India: Application, Prospects
and Challenges’

Ms. Rima Hazarika, Research Scholar presented a
paper on the ‘On the role of librarians in using
library campaign as a strategy for achieving SDGs
in India’ at the International conference on Building
the future, 69" Annual conference of ILA, 1-3
February 2024 held at Gauhati University, Assam.
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JOB ACHIEVEMENT

Mr. Chennakesavulu

Appointed as Library Assistant at NIT
Pondicherry, Karaikal

Mr. Shivendra Sekhar

Appointed as Assistant Professor at DLIS,
Sandeep University, Madhubani Campus,
Bihar.

UGC - JRF/NET EXAMINATION

UGC - JRF UGC - NET UGC - NET

Mr. Abhishek M Mr. Uday Kiran Ms. Ayesha Mahira C M
M.Lib.I.Sc (2021-2023) M.Lib.I.Sc (2020-22) M.Lib.I.Sc (2020-22)
o |
Adarsh S B Ardra Mohan
Akhila P Reshmi T K
Aneesh K S IISER Tirupati
Anusha K Vasthalya Chandra
11T Delhi C.Sreekara Kousalya
Athira Sugunan 1T Madras
Ananya Boruah Shabareesha R

Samarpita Dash

I‘
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International Mother Language Day Celebration 2024

The International Mother Language Day
Celebration held on February 21, 2024, was a
vibrant and inclusive event, resonating with the
theme of preserving linguistic diversity and

promoting cultural unity.

International Mother Language Day is observed
annually on February 21% to promote linguistic and
cultural diversity worldwide. This day was
designated by the United Nations to honor the
linguistic rights of individuals and celebrate the
richness of languages as a fundamental aspect of
human identity. The significance of International
Mother Language Day lies in recognizing the
importance of preserving and promoting mother
languages, as they are essential components of
cultural heritage. The day pays homage to the
language martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the
recognition of the Bengali language in what is now
Bangladesh during the 1952 Language Movement.
The celebration encourages linguistic diversity,
multilingual education, and the protection of
endangered languages. Events on this day often
include cultural performances, language-related
activities, educational programs, and initiatives that
promote awareness about the importance of mother

languages in shaping our cultural identity.

DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY & INFORMATION SCIENCE

INTERNATIONAL

MOTHER
LANGUAGE
DAY2024

CELEE RATLONS

* DOCUMENTARY SCREENING

« HAIKU PRESENTATION

* PRIZE DISTRIBUTION (HAIKU WINNERS)
* RECITATION OF POEMS(ALL LANGUAGES)

GCGUEST OF HONOUR

Q %-

21 FEBRUARY 2024
3.30 PM. WEDNESDAY
Smart Class Room
DLIS, CUTN.

PROF. T.SENGADIR
Department of Mathematics
CUTN

Students’' Activity Club
Department of Library & Information Science
CUTN

Prof. T. Sengadir from the Department of Mathematics, CUTN, inaugurated the event. His

insightful remarks highlighted the interdisciplinary nature of language preservation and its

intersection with various academic fields. Dr. Shamala R, Assistant Professor, Department of

Media and Communication, CUTN, felicitated the gathering and announced the winners of Haiku

contests, recognizing outstanding contributions to linguistic appreciation.

15
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International Mother Language Day

Theme : Mother Tongue
Language: Any Language
send to: aneeshkshaji13@gmail.com
Last Date: 20/02/2024

Stwdienis Adfvily Chdb
Depertrnant of Librery & hformeion Sdansa
CUnH

The Haiku Contest, held as part of the
International Mother Language Day celebration,
proved to be a poetic journey celebrating the
essence of linguistic diversity. Participants from
various departments showcased their creativity,
weaving cultural nuances into the concise art form
of Haiku. Participants were invited to submit their
Haiku poems. The theme focused on mother
languages, encouraging contestants to express their
sentiments and cultural pride within the constraints
of this minimalist poetic form.

A distinguished panel of judges, comprising
experts in literature and Haiku, meticulously
evaluated each entry based on creativity, adherence
to the theme, and the ability to convey profound
emotions within the brevity of Haiku.

In Mother tongue's grace,
Echoes of heritage trace,
Heart's ancestral place.

Emil Jose
DLIS

@

International Mother Language Day 2024
Haiku Contest Winners

Malayalam - Ajina KT, DLIS

English - Sneha S, Dept. of English
Tamil - Arthi S, Dept. of Economics
Hindi - Alka Jha, Dept. of Education

The announcement of winners was a
highlight of the celebration. 39 haikus were
received from 32 contestants from different
departments in English, Malayalam, Tamil,
Hindi, Marathi, Bengali, Odia, Assamese, Persian
and Telugu languages. The best haiku from
Malayalam, Tamil, English and Hindi, which had
more than one entry, was selected and given a
prize.

The event featured a captivating
presentation of the winning Haiku, where the
poets themselves recited their creations. This
presentation became a poignant moment, as the
verses echoed the beauty and diversity of mother
languages, creating a collective appreciation
among the audience.

Words flow like a stream,
Mother language, tender seam,
Heart's voice in each beam.

Adarsh S B
DLIS
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Haiku Entries

| $20% 2rBBAE 005 Benth @oenod!
SeNHTR V) SrSHeN B5HT7e B 85N JFCRSOT!
3352370060 BN BN ZHRTIT"ONEN FTHHIZ0ENO0T

B DA 278K 2370 29 TrD (DFODNOT

DB SEOMP F R WD T 3005e3 Benid HOO0D
Vathsalya Chandra
DLIS, CUTN

3T T Yo & farTe § , STk 4d ufd &) ugar § o
3Id § grguf fies &, # fRg ot GaR § W §

WS g 1, H Wref- fee & 9gHd &I qBR §
Alka Jha
Education, CUTN

61601601160 LNMIH &)
6T60T6D)|L_60T eI H &)
6T60TCIM 6STMILD 6T60TH)| &I60)600T

O 1S NrowrdT |
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1Y ARG N2 ST
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Ananya Boruah
DLIS, CUTN

QY 962 SR, AU 6511 651
QU A& 69IR, ¢ 2R galel 9GS |
6MIES F6L F162 1L F1R1,(9)
692N 62 ¢ 69 ULIT |
QYIG FLF, AUV ARG,
9 QU9 9IR €] A6 V6Q ARFEG |
Samarpita Dash
DLIS, CUTN

U535 &LD 6TLD GILDMLA SHLAILD.
Preethi.J
eUifl&ereL @Qﬂm@m, Mass Communication, CUTN
LSS RISEN6L STEILI(LOLD, S
Q616G 60TM SIMILITH SEWILIEU(LPLD UL 1OQ(® BH6EN30L10
00O GHSILNO
L @0LLN6) SHMEITYD)
3 . NPQINNNE ALIWIB0
Hs0hgmS Hevarallbss,
. © (0 @al@)o B0 Gald®d
Henesieysener Ca 5116, AP @al@)0 BSOS Calo@d
S W i m1o@)amy amomIm9
STOHDIEO SIEEFHS6DT.. mMoeed 2oy
: S adia Ajina KT
GCen FuNeOI(HHG 60 fluN6IT LSS MIGET. ! DLIS, CUTN 1
== rz?aﬁﬁr@aa i
GuAWIGILD LwImoeD, TII\\WWW
CuEaUHGHHILD SIOIWIMLO6L CUITS! ML Y AR
Samriddhi Mistry
A meumy (HECE] QeSS Microbiology, CUTN
Akalya Saravanan h J

Mass Communication, CUTN
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2. Alikunju,

FACULTY ACTIVITIES & PUBLICATIONS

JOURNAL ARTICLES

1. Nag, Sushree Namita & Sudhier, K. G. (2024).

Research Trends in Odia Language and

Literature: a study of  Shodhganga
repository. College  Libraries, 39(1), 30-39.
Retrieved from

https://collegelibraries.in/index.php/CL/article/vi
ew/145.

H. & Sulochana, A. (2024),
Transgender health information: assessing the
quality of online resources, Online Information
Review, 48 5), 926-943.
https://doi.org/10.1108/0O1R-09-2023-0469

PRESENTATIONS IN CONFERENCES AND
SEMINARS

1.

Sudhier, K. G. Upholding Professional Ethics:
Navigating the Codes of Ethics in Library &
Information  Science  Profession’.  National
Conference on Digital Revolution: Moving
towards developing smart libraries (NCDR-
2024).7-8 June 2024. Kuvempu University,
Shankaraghatta, Shimoga District, Karnataka.
Nag, Sushree Namita & Sudhier, K. G. Digital
preservation of traditional handloom designs of
Odisha: A study on the Sambalpuri handloom. G-
20 Library summit: Connecting Nations for
knowledge and cultural heritage. 7-9 February
2024. Pondicherry University.

Hazarika, Rima & Sudhier, K. G. New Age
People's Library: The Future of Public Libraries in
North East India.International Conference on
Empowering minds: Collaborative Learning
Platform for Teachers, Librarians and Researchers
(AGNESLIBCONF 2024).11-13 January, 2024. St
Agnes College, Mangalore.

Alikunju, H. & Sulochana, A., Need for inclusive
library policy to address information poverty
among transgender community. G- 20 Library
summit: Connecting Nations for knowledge and
cultural heritage. 7-9 February 2024. Pondicherry
University.

5. Bhavya K. P. & Dhanysree, V. K. An

analysis of disaster management practices
in Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur.
National Seminar on Disaster
Management in Libraries, Archives and
Museums: Prevention, Preparedness and
Action (NSDM 2024), organized by the
Department of Library and Information
Science, Aligarh Muslim University,
Aligarh, 6-7 March 2024.

CHAPTERS IN BOOKS
1. Suman Barath, P & Sudhier, K G. Rural

public library’s outreach services in
bridging the  digital  divide in
Thiruvananthapuram district: A study on
Librarians’ perspectives. Al- Assisted
Library Reconstruction. Ed by
Senthilkumar, K R. 2024. 1GI Global. pp.
256-266. ISBN13: 9798369327821
EISBN13: 9798369327838

DOI: 10.4018/979-8-3693-2782-1.
Praveen Kumar, Sudhier, K G & Shukla,

Akhandanand. Internet of Things (IoT) in

Libraries: Components, Applications &
Limitations.  Artificial intelligence in
library  management. Ed by S.
Dhanavandan. 2024. ISBN 978-93-92594-
95-3. pp 241-248.

Malviya, Yogendra & Sudhier, K. G.
Online Chat Services in Academic
Libraries: A Case Study of the Vikram
Sarabhai  Library, [1IM- Ahmedabad,
Gujarat. Smart Libraries: Navigating
Technology, Content and Services. Ed by S.
Dhanavandan.2024.pp 264-275. ISBN 978
81 970925 1 0.

[y
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10.

Tamil Bharati, T. K & Sudhier, K. G. Public
Library as Lifelong Learning Centers:A Study
of Information Services and Collection in the
District Central Library, Thanjavur.Smart
Libraries: Navigating Technology, Content
and Services. Ed by S. Dhanavandan.2024.
pp.114-123. ISBN 978 81 970925 1 0.

Naj, Hala & Sudhier, K. G. Research
Landscape of Lalit Narayan Mithila
University, Bihar: A Study of Shodhganga
Repository.Smart  Libraries:  Navigating
Technology, Content and Services. Ed by S.
Dhanavandan.2024. ISBN 978 81 970925 1 0.
pp 327-334.

Jose, Emil & Sudhier, K. G. Exploring
Academic Frontiers: Empowering Student
Learning with Al Tools and
ChatGPT.Artificial intelligence in library
management. Ed by S. Dhanavandan.2024.
ISBN 978-93-92594-95-3. pp 327-334.

Tamil Bharathi, T. K. &Sudhier, K. G.
Emerging Trends and Technologies in Shaping
the Future of Public Libraries in the 21%
Century. Dynamic  Libraries:  Optimal
strategies and enlightened perspectives. Ed. by
S. Dhanavandan. New Delhi: D P S Publishing
House, 2024. pp.309-316. ISBN 978 81 19689
40 8.

Hazarika, Rima &Sudhier, K G. Measuring
the Online Attention to Public Policy and
Administration Discipline:  An  Altmetric
Perspective of Highly Cited Papers.Dynamic
Libraries: Optimal strategies and enlightened
perspectives. Ed. by S. Dhanavandan. New
Delhi: D P S Publishing House, 2024. pp.01-
16. ISBN 978 81 19689 40 8.

Nag, Sushree Namita &Sudhier, K. G.
Research Trends in Information Need and
Seeking behavior during Natural Disaster: A
Bibliometric Analysis (2014-2023). Dynamic
Libraries: Optimal strategies and enlightened
perspectives. Ed. by S. Dhanavandan. New
Delhi: D P S Publishing House, 2024. pp. 61-
71. ISBN 978 81 19689 40 8.

11. Hazarika, Rima & Sudhier, K G.The
Role of Librarians’ in Using Library
Campaigns as a Strategy for Achieving
Sustainable Development Goals in India.
Proceedings of the International
Conference on Building the Future:
Transforming Libraries for Sustainability,
1-3 February 2024. Ed by Chaubey, O N
& Pradeep Rai. pp.450-464. Indian
Library  Association &  Gauhati
University, Assam. ISBN 978 81956643 9
9.

12. Nag, Sushree Namita & Sudhier, K. G.
International Journal of Geographical
Information ~ Science:A  Bibliometric
Study based on Scopus (2013-2022). Next
Generation Public Libraries: Exploring
emerging trends and technologies. Ed by
S. Thanuskodi & S. Kishore Kumar. pp.
225-232. 2024. ISBN 978 93 9417 592 1.

13. Ramu Naik, P. & Dhanyasree, V. K.
(2024). Health Information Seeking
Behaviour of Tribal People in
Anantapuramu District, Andhra Pradesh:
A Study. In S. Dhanavandan (Ed.).
Journey to Sustainability. DPS Publishing
House, New Delhi. pp. 227-239. ISBN :
9788119689217.

RESOURCE PERSON/
CHAIRING/ INVITED TALK

SESSION

Dr. Taddi Murali

e Chaired atechnical session in the National
Seminar on Reimaging Libraries (NRSL
2024) Chozha Central Library, CUTN on
18-19 March 2024.

e Chaired atechnical session at the National
Conference on Digital Transformation for
Sustainable Libraries Organised by
Chozha Central Library, CUTN, held on
29th & 30th January 2024.
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Dr. K. G. Sudhier

Delivered an invited talk on ‘Mastering Data
carpentry for open access publications:
Unlocking the OA research potential’.8" I-LISS
International  Conference on  Exploring
Information service and library technologies for
the next generation (ICEISLT- 2024). 19-
20July, 2024. University Central Library, SRM
Institute of Science & Technology, Chennai.
Delivered an invited talk on ‘Upholding
Professional Ethics: Navigating the Codes of
Ethics in Library & Information Science
Profession’. National Conference on Digital
Revolution: Moving towards developing smart
libraries (NCDR-2024). Kuvempu University,
Shankaraghatta, Shimoga District, Karnataka.
Delivered an invited talk on ‘Adhering to
Professional Standards: Understanding the
Codes of Ethics in the Library & Information
Science Profession’. National seminar on
Reimagining Libraries. 18-19 March, 2024.
CUTN Central Library & ICSSR. Central
University of Tamil Nadu, Tirvarur.

Served as a Rapporteur in the Technical session
and in the Panel Discussion of G- 20 Library
Summit: Connecting Nations for Knowledge
and Cultural heritage, 7-9 February 2024 at the
Pondicherry University.

Acted as a Rapporteur General in the RRRLF
sponsored National conference on Digital
Transformations for Sustainable Libraries on
29-30 January, 2024, organized by the Chozha
Central library, Central University of Tamil
Nadu.

Served as a Resource Person for UGC-
MMTTC, Kannur University sponsored Faculty
Induction Programme, organized by the Kannur
University, Kannur held on 23-07-2024.
Served as a Resource person for UGC-MMTTC
sponsored Refresher Course in Library &
Information Science, organized by the Kannur
University, Kannur held on 05-07-2024.

Dr.

Dr.

Served as a Resource person for UGC-
MMTTC, Kannur University sponsored
Faculty Induction Programme,
organized by the Kannur University,
Kannur held on 20-01-2024.

Anila Sulochana

Served as a Resource Person at the one-
day workshop on "Ethical Publishing in
Academia: Navigating Open Acess,
Integrity, Databases & Research
Metrics" organized for the research
scholars of the Department of
Psychology, CUTN on April 29", 2024.
Chaired a technical session in the
National Seminar on Reimaging
Libraries (NRSL 2024), Chozha Central
Library, CUTN on 18-19 March 2024.
Chaired a technical session National
Conference on Digital Transformation
for Sustainable Libraries organised by
Chozha Central Library, CUTN, held on
29th & 30th January 2024.

V. K. Dhanyasree

Chaired a technical session in the
National Seminar on Reimaging
Libraries (NRSL 2024), Chozha Central
Library, CUTN on 18-19 March 2024.
Chaired a technical session National
Conference on Digital Transformation
for Sustainable Libraries Organised by
Chozha Central Library, CUTN, held on
29th & 30th January 2024.

Co-chaired a session in the National
seminar on Disaster management in
libraries, archives and museums:
prevention, preparedness and action
(NSDM 2024), held at Aligarh Muslim
University on 06 — 07 March 2024.
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National Seminar on Reimagining Libraries: Innovations in Technology & Trends

: & P
th . R e
3y Qrganises
s | ICSSR Sponsared Nationai &

IMAGINING LIB:

i npovations in Technology & Trends =~

The National Seminar on "Reimagining
Libraries: Innovations in Technology & Trends"
(NSRL) was held at the Central Library, Central
University of Tamil Nadu (CUTN), Thiruvarur.
Dr. S. Dhanavandan, Convener of NSRL 2024,
presented the agenda for the two-day event,
highlighting the need for libraries to adopt
cutting-edge technologies.

Prof. Krishnan, Vice-Chancellor of CUTN,
emphasized the pivotal role of academic libraries
in higher education. Prof. Devika P. Madalli,
Director, INFLIBNET Centre, delivered the
inauguration address on women's contributions to
library science, alongside Prof. Krishnan, who
released the conference souvenir. Prof. Pravakar
Rath, Senior Professor, DLIS, Mizoram
University was the guest of honour.

The seminar included seven technical sessions
with notable invited talks:

e Re-engineering Libraries Through
Technology Innovations
e Technological Innovations in Academic

Libraries

e Upholding Professional Ethics: Navigating
the Codes of Ethics in LIS Profession

e E-Content Development Strategy for MOOCs

RIES g

A dlwy e ]
Fonee

e E-IPRin Social Media Age: What Role of LIS
Professionals

e Dimension Al: A New Era of Knowledge
Discovery

e Use of Blockchain Technologies in Library
Services

Each session featured papers and discussions
led by expert chairs and co-chairs. The panel
discussion ~ on  "Reimagining Libraries:
Innovations in Technology and Trends" was
moderated by Prof. S. Ravi, featuring
contributions from various university librarians.

The valedictory session included speeches

from Dr. K.G. Sudhier (welcome), Dr. P.
Vijayakumar (conference report), Prof. S.
Nagarajan  (presidential address), Dr. K.

Elavazhagan (conference remarks), and Prof. S.
Srinivasaragavan (farewell). Dr. S. Dhanavandan,
Convenor NSRL 2024 concluded the seminar,
expressing gratitude to all participants and
contributors.

The event saw participation from around
210 attendees, including library professionals,
researchers, and students. The seminar
successfully fostered dialogue on future trends and
innovations in library science.

pAl
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ONLINE LECTURE SERIES

An Experience of Building Dspace@GIPE

Dr. Nanaji Shewale, Librarian, DR Gadgil Library,
Gokhale Institute of Politics & Economics, Pune
delivered a talk on ‘An experience of building

An Experience of Building
DSpace @GIPE!

# Dspace@GIPE’ on April 31, 2024. During his talk
vh.

= he has explained how to build a institution repository

' using Dspace software. As a case study Gokhale
Institute, Pune has initiated its own IR using Dspace.
He has clarified and answered the queries raised by
the participants.

N 2

03:00 PM 10 04:00 PM

DR. NANAJI SHEWALE

_ https://meet.google.com/ziy-buub-jxw

Identification of Quality Publication in

Research

Prof. C Ranganathan, Head, Department of
Library & Information Science, Bharathidasan
University, Thiruchirappalli, delivered a talk on
‘Identification of quality publication in research’
on April 10, 2024. In his lecture he highlighted
various aspects of scholarly publications and
identifying predatory publications.

Special Lecture by Ms. Artemis Preeshl Fullbright, USA

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF TAMIL NADU

=) Department of Lisrary ond Informarion Science . . .
& Organizing Department of Library & Information Science,

. VOICE CO;:/;'I:IIELTNICATION CUTN conducted a lecture on ‘Voice
Communication’ on April 16, 2024. Ms. Artemis
Preeshl, Fullbright Nehru Specialist Scholar &
Assistant Director of Center for Cultural Diversity
and Inclusion at Buena Vista University, Storm
Lake, USA delivered interactive lecture on ‘voice
communication’. Prof. G Ravindran, Dean, School
of Communication, also attended the class and
shared his observations and experience. The
faculty, students and the scholars of the department

enjoyed the interactive section of Ms. Preeshl.

GUEST OF HONOUR

(s \
( [_ﬂ Tuesday, 16th Apel 2024

©  Department of Library
e -
A= and Information Scienca

L {T) 03:007M t004:00PM |
\\ /

DR, ANILA SULOCHANA Jf DR, V., K. DHANYASREE Y
it et Assich .‘

el Profes oo
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BON VOYAGE
A Bittersweet Symphony of Memories and Well-Wishes

The farewell, ‘Bon Voyage’ for the M.Lib.1.Sc
2022-24 batch was held on 2024 May 15" at
the Department. The farewell was a poignant
affair, filled with laughter, tears, and heartfelt
goodbyes. Seniors expressed their deep-rooted
emotional attachment and respect for the
faculty, acknowledging their instrumental role
in shaping their academic careers.

Seniors fondly recalled the stimulating
academic environment, the thought-provoking
discussions, and the collaborative projects that
enriched their learning experiences. They
spoke of the strong bonds formed with their
peers, the camaraderie that extended beyond
the classroom, and the lifelong friendships

Al

fahingt

They expressed gratitude for the faculty's
unwavering support, their patience, and their
dedication to nurturing their intellectual
growth.

Faculty members reciprocated with words of
encouragement and well-wishes for the
seniors' future endeavours.

Best Wishes to the Graduating Class!

&
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Literature Corner

CAMPUS TALES
The Unique Life at CUTN

| was taught

Distance = Speed * Time

But now | know

Distance = sleepless nights * Memories

It was a hot summer morning when |
reached Thiruvarur Railway Station, while the
train was reaching the station it was a
mesmerizing view but once | reached the outside
of the station real struggle started, you’ll have the
hardship of communication, in case you're a
vegetarian battling of food the biggest task in
Thiruvarur primarily, and if you’re planning to go
out of the campus than you’ll not get anything
from the inside of the campus or outside, you must
book the auto to reach anywhere you want to.
Despite all this, I had this wonderful experience
on the campus of CUTN. | reached the campus a
day before the commencement of classes and got
a chance to explore Velankanni Beach.

The next morning was day one of the
commencement of classes but | arrived late and
attended the class after lunch. In the department,
we have a bunch of experienced professors who
will give life-changing pieces of advice not only
that they’ll also encourage you to explore all the
places in Tamil Nadu. Their classes were full of
knowledge with practical experience of their life.
Cherry over Cake were the classmates who
accompanied me on this journey of completion of
my Master’s Degree at CUTN and made it a roller
coaster of happiness. In the start when we didn’t
know each other it was all silence in the class.

One Semester later, when we had to
conduct farewell for our seniors, we had the
chance to work as a team and to know each other.
It was that time when I realized these amazing,
mysterious,  cheerful, —and  smart  people
surrounded me. Some of them are quiet in the
classroom and quite the opposite after class.

Mohini Pandey
M.Lib.1.Sc. IV Sem

When you go out of campus for short or
long trips with them, they’ll take care of each other
like anything.

This journey of one and a half years was one of the
best experiences of my life 1 met these amazing
people, and | got a chance to explore so many South
Indian sites some of the UNESCO World Heritage
sites also we’ve explored. The diverse cultures of
Southern India, cleanliness, and the ritual of
marriage are also seen during the completion of our
course.

If we talk about campus, it provides unity
over everything, the University gives chance to
explore approximately all the festivals of India
because it has a diversity of people from Kashmir
to Tamil Nadu which is the place of its
establishment. I got a chance to show my skills such
as dancing, organization, management, and a little
bit of Anchoring Overall if | have to conclude my
life in CUTN it will be the best time of my life
because it gave me an amount of beautiful
memories that’ll remain unforgettable till life,
which will always make me smile even if I'm alone
in some place anywhere in this world. A group of
friends who always stood by me in my hard times
always guided me to do the best for myself. And of
course our professors have always been the guiding
light for the period of the course and still are and
I’'m sure will always be. Also, there’s a person
behind all of the achievements that I’'m proud of,
who is the strongest pillar and has been a guide to
me always | do appreciate you for everything I
achieved.
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From Shadows to Strength

In a home where shadows whispered,
Born a lone girl, frail and bright,
Mother's tears and father's fury,

Marked the dawn of each new light.

Naughty child, unaware,
Of the battles fought in night,

Sowmyamol U A
M.Lib.1.Sc. IV Sem

Mother's strength, a silent prayer,

Through the dark, she held on tight.
Grew she did, and saw the wars,

Fought with words that cut so deep,
Tears and nights of restless grief,
Yet, in books, her soul did leap.
Dream of life’s long, warm embrace
Life ahead, a tale of might,

From the shadows, Now she rise

In her hands, she holds the light

The Four Agreements: A Review

This book gives me a powerful code of conduct
that can rapidly transform our lives to a new
experience of freedom, true happiness, and love.
Many things I learnt, but major things which I can
elaborate here.

The First agreement: Be impeccable with your
word (being careful that what you say does not go
Samarpita Dash against the values you hold to be true)

M.Lib.I.Sc. Il Sem Which really given me a lesson.

The second agreement: Don't take anything
personally (I mean it)

The third agreement: Don't make assumptions
(many times we assume unnecessary things which
gave us lots of misery)

The fourth agreement: always do your best (yes
always do your best)

Read this book l—“'"—l. Very good book. This book
helps you to overcome your blind belief system
and transform your lives to a new experience of
freedom, true happiness and love.
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KOLKATA DAYS
\

On some memorable days in Kolkata, | started
a cultural journey that began with the Howrah
Bridge, a great engineering feat that connects
the city across the Hooghly River. Walking
across it, I saw the busy but rhythmic life below,
capturing the lively spirit of Kolkata.Visiting
Belur Mutt, the quiet headquarters of the
Ramakrishna Mission, was a peaceful change.
Located by the Hooghly, this spiritual center
reflects the teachings of Sri Ramakrishna and

P e T o
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Swami Vivekananda, offering a calm break
from the city's hustle and bustle and promoting
reflection and harmony. Exploring the National
Library of India was like traveling through time
and knowledge.

The vast collection of books, manuscripts, and
archives highlights India’s intellectual journey
from ancient texts to modern literature. Its
grand architecture and careful preservation of
historical artefacts show the library's role as a
keeper of the nation's cultural heritage. At the
Asiatic Society of Dakshineshwar Kali Temple

M.Lib.1.Sc. Il Sem

and Kali Ghat enriched my Kolkata experience
with spiritual meaning. Dedicated to Goddess
Kali, the temple's calm atmosphere and
devotion offered a deep connection with the
religious traditions of Bengal. Crowded with
devotees and vendors, Kali Ghat immersed me
in the lively rituals and spiritual fervor
surrounding Kolkata's beloved deity. Watching
the evening Ganga Aarti at Babu Ghat was a
moving experience. The rhythmic chants,
twinkling lights, and the sight of the river lit up
left a lasting impression and connected me to
the spiritual core of Kolkata.

These experiences in Kolkata left a lasting
impact on me. From the busy Howrah Bridge to
the peaceful Belur Math, the scholarly haven at
the Asiatic Society, and the spiritual sites of
Dakshineshwar and Kali Ghat, each place
showed a part of Kolkata's rich cultural
heritage, giving me fond memories and a deeper
understanding of this vibrant city.
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Shabareesha R.
M.Lib.1.Sc. Il Sem
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M.Lib.1.Sc. Il Sem
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First, I would like to draw your attention to
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, a programme by the
Government of India that celebrated and
commemorated 76 years of independence and the
glorious history of its people, culture, and
achievements. This Mahotsav was dedicated to the
people of India who have not only been
instrumental in bringing India thus far in its
evolutionary journey but also hold within them the
power and potential to enable Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of activating India 2.0,
fuelled by the spirit of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. The
official journey of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
commenced on 12th March 2021, which started a
75-week countdown to our 75" anniversary of
independence and ended after a year on 15th
August 2023. Many endeavours and initiatives
were taken during this Mahotsav. Many of these
endeavours made a place in people's hearts.

On the other hand, some of these
endeavours didn't receive enough spotlight even
though these could be significant for India's last
row of citizens. Now, the 76" Independence Day
is on the horizon, and there are just a few days to
go. On this occasion, | want to highlight one of
these endeavours that can potentially be a
wholesome collection of heritage related to India’s
Independence journey at a very minute level, i.e.,
a village. This endeavour's name is Digital District
Repository.

Digital District Repository (DDR) was
started as a project by the Centre for Cultural
Resources and Training (CCRT) under Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, Ministry of Culture. It is made to
discover and document stories of people, events,
and places linked to India's freedom struggle at the
micro level of the district. Indian freedom struggle
was not the outcome of just one war, event, or
moment. Uncountable micro events led up to 15
August 1947. Big stories often headline our
historical narratives, but history is not only about
landmark events.

Praveen Kumar
Research Scholar

There are significant local stories and events
linked to our freedom struggle that, at times,
remain unknown to others who are not
connected to that region or place. DDR attempts
to acknowledge these local stories and events at
the national level. It is a landmark project of
rewriting history.

Stories in this section can be broadly
classified into four categories - People &
Personalities, Events & Happenings, Living
Traditions and Art Forms, and hidden treasures-
in accordance with the contribution to our
freedom struggle.

To publish a story about freedom
fighters, any event, documents, traditions, etc,
related to your village or town, you can submit
it on its portal. Focus may be on janambhoomi,
karambhoomi, or place of martyrdom for
freedom fighters. The story needs to be backed
up with proper credentials/documentary proof
(such as Tamrapatra, Freedom Fighters' Pension,
etc.) related to the freedom struggle. The option
of recording oral history may be explored.
Efforts should be made to locate and provide a
picture of each story wherever possible. Where
photographs are not available,
illustrations/sketches may be used. Concerned
teams will first verify the content; if approved,
the story will be uploaded to this repository.
Until then, explore the digital district repository
and find stories from your native place. Enjoy!!!

28



JUNE 2024

BIBLIOPHILE

VOLUME 0B

The Virtual Library: A Gateway to Unlimited Knowledge

The rise of wvirtual libraries has
transformed the way we access knowledge,
providing a digital platform for accessing vast
collections of resources, including e-books,
articles, research papers, and multimedia
materials. Trends shaping virtual libraries
include digitalization of collections, Al-
powered search, virtual reality experiences,
collaborative learning platforms, and open
access initiatives. Features like user-friendly
interfaces, personalized recommendations,
multimedia content, real-time updates, and
accessibility tools enhance the user experience.
Virtual libraries offer numerous benefits,
including global accessibility, cost-
effectiveness, enhanced discovery, and
increased collaboration.

Yogendra Malviya
M.Lib.I.Sc. IV Sem

As technology advances, virtual libraries
will continue to evolve, providing innovative
features and services that bridge the gap between
knowledge seekers and information, making them
an invaluable asset for researchers, students, and
scholars worldwide.

BEYOND CONQUESTS: THE LEGACY OF LIBRARIES, POWER OF
PRESERVATION AND LEARNING

Alexander the Great is renowned as the
conqueror of the world, yet Genghis Khan's vast
territorial conquests remain relatively obscure to the
general populace. This disparity can be attributed, in
part, to Alexander's meticulous record-keeping and
establishment of libraries. The tradition of library
cooperation dates back to 200 BC, as exemplified by
the Great Library of Alexandria's borrowing from
Pergamum. Throughout history, numerous travellers
have visited India, but only a select few, such as
Marco Polo, Megasthenes, Hiuen Tsang, and lbn
Battuta, have left an indelible mark on our collective

consciousness due to their dilioent documentation.

“H
v

'%;_; . : /RN TN ' 9
C.Sreekara Kousalya, Chandra Vasthalya
M.Lib.I.Sc. Il Sem

Our understanding of cultural heritage,
greatness, and uniqueness is largely informed by
these literary works, inscriptions, and their
preservation. The medium of knowledge storage
has evolved significantly, from ancient clay
cuneiform tablets to modern electronic resources,
yet the imperative of preservation and storage
persists.

Librarians, both past and present, must possess a
broad range of expertise, and in this era of artificial
intelligence, they are expected to be conversant in
diverse fields, including marketing, management,
history, basic sciences, computer science, and Al.
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A Day at National Library, Kolkata

As a library science student, visiting the
National Library and exploring it is a big deal.
| got that opportunity during a one-month
internship at ISI. A few days into the
internship, one of the staff members told us
that we would visit the National Library on
July 1st. From that day, we were all excited.
In the first semester, when we studied and
wrote assignments about the National Library,
we always wondered when we would get the
chance to visit it. There were doubts about
whether it would ever happen. But that dream
became a reality. Eight interns, including
myself, went on the national library.

In addition to the National Library, we
also visited the Asiatic Society. The National
Library is truly amazing. It is a must-visit
place with a lot to see. When you enter, you
first see a building, which | initially thought
was the National Library because its photo
appears on Google. However, it turned out to
be the Viceroy’s building, and the library
building is behind it. The library was
constructed by Lord Curzon and was
originally his palace.

Inside the library, 1 was surprised to
see so many students. The library’s
architecture is fantastic.

Reshmi T. K.
M.Lib.1.Sc. Il Sem

The books are stored underground.
There is a rare book section with books
written in gold, large size books, the Indian
Constitution, and books of Mughal emperors,
among others. We were told there are 500,000
books in total. Books in all Indian languages
are arranged alphabetically. The classification
system used there is DDC.

Before we went to visit the library, a
friend at ISI told us that there is a ghost in the
library. They said if someone misplaced a
book on the shelf, the next day it would be
found in its correct place (for example, if a
Malayalam book was placed in the Hindi
section, the next day it would be in the
Malayalam section). | don't know if this is
true; I didn’t try it.

Overall, the visit to the National
Library was very good.
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